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PLANO EVENTS OTHER ACTIVITIES
Jan.1  New Year’s Day - Holiday
Jan. 13 PLANO Luncheon - Muriel’s, New Orleans Jan. 28 NAPE, Houston, TX
Jan. 20 Martin Luther King Day - Holiday Jan. 28 HAPL hosts NAPE Icebreaker, Houston, TX
Feb. 10 PLANO Luncheon - Royal Sonesta Hotel Jan. 29 NAPE, Houston, TX
Feb. 27 PLANO Seminar (1/2 day) - N.O. Hilton Riverside | Jan. 30  NAPE, Houston, TX
Feb. 27 PLANO Executive Night - Mar. 4 MARDI GRAS DAY - Holiday
N.O. Hilton Riverside Mar. 8 HAPL Spring Saturday Seminar, CM|
Feb. 27 PLANO Sponsor Party - Royal Sonesta Hotel Mar. 13 HAPL Annual South Texas Social,
Mar. 10 PLANO Luncheon - Hotel Monteleone Firehouse Saloon
Riverview Room Mar. 19  OCS Lease Sale, Central GOM,
Mar. 19 PLANO Lease Sale Breakfast Hyatt Regency Hotel, New Orleans, LA

EXECUTIVE NIGHT SPEAKER
JAMES STEVEN GRILES
Deputy Secretary for the U.S. Department of Interior

J. Steven (“Steve”) Griles was confirmed as Deputy Secretary for
the U.S. Department of Interior on July 12, 2001. He was formerly a
principal with National Environmental Strategies, Inc. (NES), a con-
sulting firm providing advice to companies, trade associations and
others with regard to policy, regulatory, environmental and energy
issues at the Federal and State government level. Steve’s extensive
government service includes Asst. Secretary and Deputy Assistant
Secretary of the Interior for Lands and Minerals Management (1983
to 1989). During his tenure, Steve directed national programs for
management of public lands, mineral resources, and surface mining,
one highlight being his success in securing passage of a law elimi-
nating fraud in the leasing of onshore oil and gas. From 1981 to 1983
Steve was Deputy Director, Office of Surface Mining Department of
the Interior. Steve directed operations of the agency, including opera-
tion and reclamation regulations for coal mining activities, and worked
with Congressman Mo Udall to pass legislation that eliminated abus-
es in the Coal Surface Mining and Reclamation Act. As Deputy
Director, Steve Griles installed performance-based standards to assure greater environmental protection and higher com -
pliance in Wilderness Areas.

Steve received a Bachelor of Arts degree in psychology with a minor in economics from the University of Richmond in
1970, and performed graduate work at Virginia Gommonwealth University.




MESSAGE FROM THE PLANO PRESIDENT

2002-2003

| hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas and enjoyed bringing in the New Year. A new year, of
course, brings New Year's resolutions. The New Year's resolution of PLANO’s officers and directors is to
continue to plan and organize first class educational and social events. | am very excited about the events
planned for the second half of the 2002-2003 PLANO year. Let me give you a preview of them. Beginning
in January at the January 13, 2003, membership luncheon meeting to be held at Muriel’'s Restaurant, we
have a great speaker lined up. Our own Larry Benedetto will discuss why there is so little drilling activity
in light of the current commaodity prices. | am eager to hear his comments on this phenomenon in our indus-
try.

In February, 2003, we are excited to have local sports anchor and the voice of the Saints, Jim
Henderson, speak at the membership luncheon meeting. Jim will be able to reflect on the recent Saints’
victory in the Super Bowil. (If you are going to dream, might as well dream big).

Also in February, PLANQO’s biggest event of the year, Executive Night, will be held on Thursday,
February 27th at the New Orleans Hilton Riverside Hotel, and is scheduled to be the biggest and best ever.
Mark your calendars now! Tickets will be going on sale soon. Coupled with Executive Night, PLANO wiill
also host a half-day seminar beginning at 12:45 p.m. that day. Jan van Loon has a great line-up of speak-
ers and topics planned. Seating will be limited so make your reservations early. Notices for both events will
be forthcoming.

In March, 2003, we have another one of our own speaking at the membership luncheon meeting.
Lambert Laperouse will discuss OCS-related issues. Also in March or April, 2003, (no firm date yet), the
annual crawfish boil will be held.

In April, 2003, we will hold our membership luncheon meeting at The Pavillion of the Two Sisters, New
Orleans Botanical Garden, which will lead into the Spring Garden De’Lights’ celebration scheduled to take
place on Friday, May 16th. Also, in April, 2003, the annual Zephyr's night will be held.

In May, 2003, the AAPL president, Scott Stone, will address PLANO members at the regularly sched-
uled membership luncheon meeting.

In June, 2003, we will close out the 2002-2003 year with the installation of new officers and directors.
Notices for all of these events will be mailed to our membership, and highlighted in both the PLANO
newsletter and on the website — www.planoweb.org.

A reminder, PLANO’s 2003 Sponsorship Program is in full swing. Please contact Harold J. Anderson
(504-276-5858), or Margo Cameron (504-593-7560) if you or your company is interested in participating.
Levels of sponsorship are: Gold - $1,500; Silver - $1,000; and Bronze - $500.

Finally, PLANO has collected $5,000 to fund the PLANO Scholarship Fund. These funds will be used
to award scholarships to Energy Management students at ULL. If you or your company is interested in
helping fund the scholarship program, please call Charles Arnold (504-561-4570), or Mitch Ackal (504)
593-7768). Any amount of donation to help build the corpus of the fund will be greatly appreciated. The
PLANO Board and Scholarship Chairmen are very excited about this effort to help deserving future land-
men.

See you at the January 13, 2003, meeting. Call to make a reservation now.

David Briggs, PLANO President
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PLANO 2002-2003
OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

President — Wm. David Briggs
Legacy Resources Co.,, LP. .................... 985-674-4447

Vice President — Frank D. Barber, Il
Taylor Energy Company . ...................... 504-589-0450

Secretary — Jo Anhn Anderson
Harold J. Anderson, Inc. . ...................... 504-276-5858

Treasurer — Paul J. Goodwine
Schully, Roberts, Slattery, Jaubert & Marino . . . ... ... 504-585-7800

Director — Andrew M. Adams
Gieger, Laborde & Laperouse, LLC. .. ............ 504-561-0400

Director — Lawrence P. “Larry” Beron
Independent ... ..... .. ... .. ... L. 504-833-2115

Director — Catherine F. “Kate” Boudreaux
WS&T Offshore, Inc. .. .......... . ... ... ........ 504-831-4171

Director — Keith D. Howell
ChevronTexaco Corporation .. .................. 504-592-6337

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Photographer for photo taking at PLANO events
on an as-needed basis. Call Margo Cameron,
PLANO Administrator, at (504) 593-7560, or e-mail
to margo_cameron@dom.com.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

Submitted by the
PLANO Newsletter Editor

Every job is a self-portrait of the person who does it.
Autograph your work with excellence.

PERRET DOISE

A PROFESSIONAL LAW CORPORATION
Members of the Oil & Gas Section:
R. Thomas Jorden, Jr. John W. Kolwe
Ted M. Anthony Margaret D. Swords

FNB TOWERS, SUITE 1200
600 JEFFERSON STREET
LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA 70501

PHONE: (337) 262-9000  FAX (337) 262-9001

Director — Scott A. O’Connor
Gordon, Arata, McCollam, Duplantis & Eagan, L.L.P. . .504-569-1860

Director — Carl F. Southern
ExxonMobil Production Company . .. ............| 504-561-4376

Director — Jan T. van Loon
Brook & van Loon, L.LP. ....................... 504-566-0600

AAPL Director — Charles E. Arnold
ExxonMobil Production Company . .. ............| 504-561-4570

Immediate Past Pres. — Michael A. “Mitch” Ackal, Jr.
Dominion Exploration & Production, Inc. ........... 504-593-7768

PLANO Auxiliary President — Jo Anhn Anderson
Harold J. Anderson, Inc. ....................... 504-276-5858

PLANO Administrator & Newsletter Editor
Margo Cameron
Dominion Exploration & Production, Inc. .. ......... 504-593-7560

LUNDIN L. SCHNEIDER, Senior Landman
El Paso Production Company
Nine Greenway Plaza, Room 2584
Houston, TX 77046
Tel: 832-676-6111
Fax: 832-676-1807
E-mail: lundin.schneider@elpaso.com

ADVERTISERS NEEDED

PLANO is seeking advertisers for its monthly
newsletter. Anyone interested in displaying an
advertisement in the newsletter is asked to contact
Margo Cameron at 504-593-7560 for further infor-
mation.
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PLANO 2002-2003
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

Awards Committee
Michael A. “Mitch” Ackal, Jr. . . .Dominion Expl. & Prod., Inc.
Charles E.Arnold .. ......... Exxon-Mobil Production Go.

Directory/Newsletter/

Publication Committee
Margaret “Margo” Gameron . . . .Dominion Expl. & Prod., Inc.

Education Committee
JanT.vanLoon............... Brook & van Loon, L.L.P.
ScottA. O'Connor .. ....... Gordon, Arata Law Firm, L.L.P.

Ethics Committee
Anthony C. Marino .Schully, Roberts, Slattery, Jaubert & Marino

Executive Night/
Luncheon Speakers
Frank D. Barber, Ill . ... ......... Taylor Energy Company

Forms Committee
CarlR.Rewerts . .. .......... ChevronTexaco Corporation

Golf Committee
William L. “Bill” Johnson, Jr. . ........... Independent
Robert A. Schroeder . ... ............... Independent

History of PLANO
Janet H. Aschaffenburg . ..... .. Schully, Roberts Law Firm
Edmund L. “Ed” DeWailly . .C.H. Fenstermaker & Assoc., Inc.

Industry Affairs/Legislative
Andrew M. Adams . . . .. Gieger, Laborde & Laperouse, L.L.C.

Information Technology
Benjamin J. Waring . . ... ... ... Waring & Associates Gorp.

Ladies Auxiliary
JoAnn Anderson ... ........... Harold J. Anderson, Inc.

2003 PLANO SPONSOR PROGRAM

The PLANQO 2003 Sponsor Program is currently
under way. For those interested in becoming a
PLANO Sponsor, you are urged to contact Harold J.
Anderson at (504) 276-5858, or Margo Cameron at
(504) 593-7560.
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Membership Committee/
Certification/CPL
Lawrence P. “Larry”’Beron . ............. Independent

Membership Dues

Margaret “Margo” Gameron . . . .Dominion Expl. & Prod., Inc.
OCS/Public Lands

J. Keith Couvillion ........... ChevronTexaco Corporation

PLANO Sponsor Program
Harold J. Anderson ............ Harold J. Anderson, Inc.
Keith D. Howell ............ ChevronTexaco Corporation

Public Relations
Catherine F “Kate” Boudreaux .. ... .. W&T Offshore, Inc.

Scholarship Committee
Michael A. “Mitch” Ackal, Jr. . . .Dominion Expl. & Prod., Inc.
Charles E.Arnold ........ ExxonMobil Production Company

Social Committee
Carl F. Southern . ........ ExxonMobil Production Company
Warren P. Miguez . .. ........... Taylor Energy Company

Spring Garden De’Lights
JoAnnAnderson .............. Harold J. Anderson, Inc.
Margaret “Margo” Gameron . . . .Dominion Expl. & Prod., Inc.

Tax Returns

Robert J. “Bob” Martin .. ......... Watson Energy, L.L.C.
Tennis
Edward C. Amrock . ............ Denbury Resources Inc.

2003 PLANO DUES PAYMENTS

PLANO members are asked to take steps
immediately to ensure that payment of their 2003
Dues are remitted to PLANO by the end of this
month. Checks should be made payable to PLANO,
and sent to P.O. Box 51123, New Oreans,
Louisiana 70151-1123. Thank you.



Pilings constructed
by Oil Company around

LOUISIANA LEGAL UPDATE

OIL & GAS LAW DEVELOPMENTS
CASES OF INTEREST

presented by Gordon T. Whitman

that since they were not
removed, the pilings were
now owned by the State.
The Court, after reviewing this

oil well were abandoned The Onebane Law Firm, Lafayette, Louisiana
to State; accordingly, Oil 1-337-237-2660
Company not owner of pilings matter held for the Plaintiffs.

and not responsible for injuries caused
by pilings.

Plaintiffs were injured when their boat struck a
series of pilings tightly surrounding a well casing.
The well had been drilled on certain waterbottoms
owned by the State of Louisiana by an oil company.
Plaintiffs sued the Oil Company and the State for
the damages caused by the above allision. The
Plaintiffs settled with the Oil Company but contin-
ued Io trial with the State. The trial court found that
the State owned the pilings and that the State was
therefore solely responsible. The state appealed.
The 4th Circuit Court of Appeal affirmed in
Anderson v. Tenneco Oil Co., 826 So. 2d 1143 (La.
App. 4th Cir. decided May 22, 2002, opinion on
rehearing June 10, 2002).

The Oil Company drilled the instant oil well (the
“Well”) in 1964 on certain waterbottoms pursuant to
an oil and gas lease granted by the State (the “State
Lease’”). In the course of

e —

The law appears to be clear in the case
of constructions made with the landowner's permis-
sion, especially since the rendition of the Louisiana
Supreme Court’s decision in Guzzetta v. Texas Pipe
Line Co., 485 S0.2d 508 (La. 1986). That case held
that they automatically revert to the landowner if the
maker fails to remove the construction after he no
longer has permission to keep it on the landowner's
land. That case dealt with a pipeline that had been
left in place by the company. When the landowner
some time after the pipeline servitude had terminat-
ed sought to compel the company to remove it, the
company refused on the basis that it now belonged
to the landowner. The Court cited the recent deci-
sion of Melerine v. State, 773 So.2d 831 (La. App.
4th Gir. 2000) to the same effect.

This decision, while it deals specifically with tort
liability, serves as a reminder of ownership of aban-
doned wells. Once the time for removing casing and
other constructions from

preparing to drill the Well,

the well site has passed,

they constructed certain
wood pilings around the
Well. The operations
were not successful and
it was a dry hole.
Subsequently, the Well
was plugged and aban-
doned with the State
Lease terminating. It was
subsequently released.
Apparently, no question
was raised about the pil-
ings which were left in
place in the waterbot-
toms.

The State argued that
the pilings remained the
separate immovable
property of the Oil
Company since they did
not demand removal of
the pilings. The Plaintiffs,
having already setiled
with the Ol Company,
argued to the ocontrary,

About the Author

Gordon T. Whitman: Born New Orleans, Louisiana,
January 25, 1955; admitted to Bar, 1981, Louisiana.
Education. University of Southwestern Lousiana (S,
1977); Louisiana State University (J.D., 1981). Phi Kappa
Phi; Phi Delta Phi; Order of the Coif. Member, Louisiana
Law Review, 1980-1981. Speaker, 46th Annual Meeting
and 2000 International Conference of American
Association of Professiona Landman; Speaker, 45th
Annual Meeting and 1999 International Conference of
American Association of Professional Landmen; Speaker,
43rd Annual Meeting and 1997 International Gonference
of American Association of Professional Landmen.
Member: Lousiana State
Assistant Examiner for
Committee on Bar Admissions
(1993-2002), and American Bar
Association; Lafayette Assoc-
iation of Petroleum Landmen,;
Professional Landmen's Assoc-
iation of New Orleans; American
Association of Professional Land-
men; Louisiana Independent Qil
and Gas Association; Louisiana
Association of Bank Counsel;
Advisory Council to Louisiana
Mineral Land Institute.

Areas of Practice: Oil and
Gas, Business.

they appear to a belong
to the landowner.

We have not con-
firmed whether this case
is final. If not, and if the
result is changed on
appeal, we will advise
you in future articles.

A dedicated right of
way that remains
unbuilt is not a “public
road.” Accordingly, a
Landowner does not
have access to a Public
Road and had right of
passage over adjoining
Iand where his tract is
landlocked.

Plaintiff owned a lot
‘the ‘Landlocked Tract”)
in a commercial develop-
ment whose only access
to a highway lay across
certain lands of the
defendant. Plaintiff had
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leased this tract from the defendants but had failed
to exercise their option to continue using the tract
for access. Defendants chained off the driveway
across this tract at one point, and continued to deny
plaintiffs right to use this tract for access. Plaintiff
filed suit and argued that it was entitled to a servi-
tude of passage across this tract. the trial court
agreed and the defendant appealed. The 5th Circuit
affirmed in Kavanagh v. Bowers, (La. App. 5th Cir.
Decoded June 26, 2002).

The defendants urged that the Landlocked Tract
was not legally (although it was factually) land-
locked. They presented a plat of survey of the com-
mercial development which showed a dedicated
right of way from the Landlocked Tract to a highway.
The evidence confirmed that not only had there
been no road constructed on it, but that the local
government would not build such a road (there was
evidence building the road there would cause a
dangerous intersection).

The Court looked at Article 689 of the Louisiana
Civil Code for guidance on this issue. It states:

“The owner of an estate that has no access
to a public road may claim a right of passage
over neighboring property to the nearest public
road. He is bound to indemnify his neighbor for
the damage he may occasion.”

After reviewing the above article, the Court held
that the dedicated but unbuilt right of way is not a
public road. Therefore, the Landlocked Tract is in
fact and in law an enclosed estate and entitled to a
right of passage over the defendants’ land.

The case is instructive in pointing out that a ded-
icated right of way, in the courthouse, is not neces-
sarily the same thing as a public road. Questions of
access for an oil and gas operator, especially in a
developed area, can create havoc with the opera-
tor's proposed operations. Just as an operator can-
not simply assume that a road is public (as opposed
to private), he cannot assume that he has access
simply because a plat shows a dedicated right of
way.

We have not confirmed that this case is final. If
not, and if the result is changed on appeal, we will
advise you in future articles.

By Gordon Whitman
Copies of the above cases can be obtained

upon request to the writer at (337) 266-1232 (FAX),
or whitmang @onebane.com (internet e-mail).
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Highest Quality Mapping at
Lowest Possible Cost

We can provide all types of mapping, including
Base Maps, Subsurface, One-Meter Resolution
Color Aerials, Leasehold Maps, Seismic Maps,
Mineral Plats, Structure Maps, Parcel Maps, Well
Plats, Location Plats, Activity Plats, Pipeline Plats,
and OCS Maps.

We have the ability to map anywhere in the
United States, and are able to obtain the latest
pipeline, lease and well information.

For more information, please contact:

Howell Dennis, Marketing Director
Gulf Coast Oil & Gas Mapping Corp.
Office: (337) 857-0087
Toll Free: (866) 641-6277
FAX: (800) 887-1322
E-Mail:  howie@ gulfocastmapping.com

CHADA. FEERICK, CPL PRESIDENT

TEFETS B i =t BT A, PR S, T

Tel: 337-857-0087
Toll Free:  866-641-6277
Fax: 800-887-1322

102 RUE DU FAIN
BROUSSARD, LA 70518

CHAD@GULFCOASTMAPPING .CON,
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OCS UPDATE

When the Minerals

ENDANGERED SPECIAL ACT AND MARINE
MAMMAL PROTECTION ACT

a small number of

Management Service presented by J. Keith Couvillion whales. In addition, there
(“MMS”) published in July, ChevronTexaco have been accusations
2002, the final Sale notice cover- - - from the environmental commu-

ing OCS Lease Sale 184 (Western Gulf of
Mexico) something new appeared under the stipu-
lations summarized in the notice. For the first time
in many years all of a sudden industry found itself
face to face with a series of new operational
requirements designed to increase the existing pro-
tective measures for various creatures living in the
Gulf of Mexico. What was most surprising about the
new “Protected Species” stipulation, beside the fact
it was not included in the proposed Notice of Sale
issued in late spring, was the realization MMS was
now attempting to solve a problem no one knew we
had. To be fair to MMS, we have to understand they
were not acting on their own initiative but in
response to their legal obligations resulting from
implementation of various provisions found in the
Endangered Species Act (ESA) and the Marine
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA). The purpose of
this article is to help explain what happened to cre-
ate the new “Protected Species” stipulation in the
Gulf of Mexico and to give a little insight on what we
can expect in the future in regard to the implemen-
tation of the provisions stated in ESA and MMPA.
The Endangered Species Act and the Marine
Mammal Protection Act were passed into law dur-
ing the early 1970’s. Both laws have been amend-
ed during the last 30 years, and as the laws apply
to the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS), are applica-
ble to all entities using the OCS (e.g. commercial
fisherman, Department of Defense, cruise ship
industry, oil and gas, etc...).
The effect of both laws on

nity that the Navy’s new low frequency
sonar adversely impacts the hearing of certain
species of whales. The Secretary of Commerce
through the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Association’s National Marine Fisheries Service
(NOAA Fisheries) has oversight responsibility for
marine mammals offshore. With increased public
awareness resulting from the Navy’s activities, and
the potential adverse impact those activities have
on the marine mammal population, NOAA Fisheries
has begun scrutinizing other offshore activities that
potentially could adversely affect marine mammals
and other offshore species (e.g. sea turtles). The
provisions of ESA and MMPA are what NOAA
Fisheries is using to ensure protection of both
threatened and endangered species in the OCS.
The ESA provides for the conservation of
species that are in danger of extinction throughout
all or a significant portion of their natural habitat.
This includes the conservation of their ecosystems
on which they depend for their survival. For a
species to be classified as threatened or endan-
gered, a species has to appear on a “list” main-
tained by the Secretary of the Interior. The provi-
sions stated in ESA determine the process that
must be followed to add a species to the “list.” The
species on the “list” are both animals and plants.
The current list of threatened or endangered
species is significant. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (FWS) coordinates ESA activities for terres-
trial and freshwater
species, while NOAA

the oil and gas industry’s

About the Author

Fisheries is responsible for
marine species.

operations in the Gulf of
Mexico has been minimal
until recently. Based on
discussions with MMS, and
other knowledgeable
sources within industry, it
appears, due to certain
U.S. Navy operations pri-
marily conducted in the
Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans, both ESA and
MMPA have begun to
receive more attention.
There have been docu-
mented reports of Nawy
vessels striking and killing

J. Keith Couvillion is a Land Consultant with
ChevronTexaco’'s New Orleans Exploration and
Production operations in the Gulf of Mexico and
onshore south Louisiana.
Prior to the merger between
Texaco and Chevron, Keith
was Texaco's Offshore Land
Manhager for the GuUf of
Mexico. Besides his
ChevronTexaco responsibili-
ties, Keith is active in various
industry asscociations includ-
ing API, AAPL, NOIA and oth-
ers. He has been involved in
the oil and gas industry for 23
years, woarking the last 17
years offshore.

Under Section 7 of the
ESA, all Federal agencies
are required to consult with
NOAA Fisheries (or FWS)
conceming the potential
effects of their decisions
and actions on species list-
ed under ESA. For the Gulf
of Mexico oil and gas activ-
ities, the method used by
NOAA Fisheries to address
MMS'’ regulated activities is
through the issuance of a
“Biological Opinion.” Once
MMS initiates the consulta-
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tion process as described in the ESA, NOAA
Fisheries has the obligation within a fixed period of
time to issue an opinion identifying the species
potentially affected by the MMS’ regulated activity
and what actions the MMS must take to ensure the
proposed activity will not unreasonably adversely
impact a threatened or endangered species. These
Biological Opinions contain discretionary and non-
discretionary requirements MMS must address.
MMS has the flexibility to determine how they will
address both these discretionary and non-discre-
tionary requirements. Non-discretionary require-
ments must be addressed before MMS allows the
regulated activity to proceed. MMS has greater lati-
tude in taking action or not taking any action to
address discretionary requirements.

In a recent Biological Opinion issued by NOAA
Fisheries on oil and gas activities resulting from
leases issued after OCS Lease Sale 184, new
requirements for the protection of certain species of
mammals and other animals are now required. The
non-discretionary requirements directed by NOAA
Fisheries stated in the Biological Opinion has result-
ed in MMS creating the new “Protected Species”
lease stipulation found in the final Sale Notice for
OCS Lease Sale 184. The Protected Species stipu-
lation is also included in the proposed Notice of
Sale for OCS Lease Sale 185 (Central Gulf of
Mexico). The Protected Species stipulation has
multiple components, some of which will be supple-
mented with Notices to Lessees to detail implemen-
tation of the stipulation. One of the most interesting
and problematic components of the new stipulation
deals with the protection of sperm whales, a listed
endangered species, in relation to seismic acquisi-
tion in water depths greater than 200 meters. As an
example, if a sperm whale is spotted in the vicinity
of a seismic vessel as data is being gathered, the
vessel must shut down its operation until the whale
leaves. In addition to the new restriction placed on
seismic activities, there are also new requirements
covering accidental industry vessel strikes on ofi-
shore species and new signage requirements sur-
rounding control of marine debris. One interesting
footnote about the new Notice to Lessees is the fact
they are not only applicable to leases issued as a
result of Sale 184 or, in the future Sale 185, but
apply to all leases located in the Gulf of Mexico.

Industry is just beginning to understand the
potential effect of ESA and MMPA on our continuing
operations in the Gulf of Mexico, especially in deep-
water. What is troubling about what is happening is
the fact that these laws have been on the books for
over 30 years and have not, in a broad sense, ever
created a serious problem for our oil and gas oper-
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ations. As a result of the Navy’s activities, there is
now a heightened sensitivity regarding “noise in the
water.” With the oil and gas industry being one of
the creators of noise in the OCS, we are now deal-
ing with a situation that as far as we’ve been able to
determine, has not been a problem in the past.
Many of the industry trade associations, along
with key Gulf of Mexico offshore operations, have
formed an industry Task Force to address the ESA
and MMPA issues in the Gulf of Mexico OCS. As
this issue evolves, industry will become more
engaged in the dialogue with the regulatory agen-
cies to better understand how ESA and MMPA will

affect our offshore operations in the future.

UPCOMING MONTHLY LUNCHEON

PLANO LUNCHEON
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2003
11:30 .m.

Cost: $25.00 per person
Advance Registration

Royal Sonesta Hotel - Bienville Suite
300 Bourbon Street
New Orleans, LA

For reservations, call Margo Cameron
@504-593-7560
(Seating Limited - First come, First Served)

SPEAKER: JIM HENDERSON
WWL-TV SPORTS DIRECTOR

TOPIC: STATE OF SPORTS IN NEW
ORLEANS

Please mail payments in advance by
February 3, 2003, to
PLANO
P O. Box 51123
New Orleans, Louisiana 70151-1123



HISTORY OF PLANO — Part 6
Submitted by Janet H. Aschaffenburg

The PLANO newdetter re-evaluation, which
was begun in 1986, resulted in the 1987 decisicn to
formalize the newsletter to include professional arti-
cles, such as legal updates on state and OCS
issues, and to continue including upcoming events
and new member information. The newsletter also
continued listing PLANO committee assignments
and projects, and assistance on these projects was
requested from the general membership via the
newsletter. The idea of selling advertising space in
the newsletter was introduced in 1987.

Social/civic events in 1987 included the annual
beer social, golf and tennis tournaments, football
follies, Day at the Races, Bunny Hop, crawfish boil,
Executive Night, the first annual Halloween Dance,
and a Thanksgiving Basket Drive called the Gobble-
a-long. At Thanksgiving, three hundred turkey din-
ners were served at a Senior Citizens Club; at
Christmas, twenty-five (25) food baskets were dis-
tributed to the needy, and at Easter, PLANO mem-
bers prepared and served gumbo to Senior
Citizens.

In August, 1987, the Louisiana State Mineral
Board announced its intention to revise the state
lease form. PLANO members spearheaded a drive
to ensure the form would be acceptable to the
industry. The Chairman of the State Mineral Board
also appointed PLANO members to a committee
charged with the goal of adopting concepts for stim-
ulating exploration on state-owned lands. By the
third quarter of 1987, PLANO membership was on
the rise following the adverse impact on member-

which coincided with the 1988 Louisiana Supreme
Court rules mandating continuing legal education
for members of the Louisiana Sate Bar Association.
The seminars were free to PLANO members and
CPL and CLE credit was available. PLANO suc-
cessfully obtained an exemption from the Louisiana
State Bar Association’s CLE requirements for mem-
bers of the Bar not actively engaged in the full time
practice of law, but who use their legal education in
business dealings, such as landmen.

Speakers during 1988 induded Gowernor
Buddy Roemer, who was the guest speaker for
Executive Night held at the Hilton on April 12, 1988.

Advertising space in the PLANO newsletter was
first offered in 1988. The prices were $75.00 for
business card-sized ads in four issues, or $15.00
for a single such ad. PLANO also originated the
idea of selling local advertising to subsidize the
Landman magazine.

Monthly Landman's Breakfasts were estab-
lished in 1988. The purposes of the breakfast meet-
ings were to come up with new ideas for PLANO’s
development and to discuss problems facing the
industry and the local economy.

PLANO received an AAPL award, the Local
Association Management Award of Merit Fiscal
Management, for 1988-89.

PLANO’s Energy Business Link to Education
(“PEBLE”) was formed in 1989. Under the program,
PLANO members spoke at local schools to educate
children about the oil and gas industry. The first
such speech, held in St. Bernard Parish in April,

ship caused by the mid-
1980’s industry downturn.
PLANO totaled 474, con-

About the Author

sisting of 385 active, 41
associate, 44 life and 4
honorary members. The
upswing was attributed, in
patrt, 1o the industry moving
back to New Orleans
because of a resurgence in
offshore activity and
increased exploration activ-
ity in southeast Louisiana.

In 1987 and 1988,
PLANO began conducting
its own educational semi-
nars for members, a move

Janet H. Aschaffenburg (“Jan”) is a staff
attorney with the Law firm of Schully, Roberts,

Slattery, Jaubert & Marino.
Jan’s primary areas of prac-
tice are mineral title exami-
nation and oil and gas trans-
actional work. Jan received
her Bachelor of Science
degree from LSU and her
Juris Doctor degree from
Tulane University School of
Law in 1990. She has been
with  Schully, Roberts,
Slattery, Jaubert & Marino
since 1992. Jan is a member
of the Louisiana State Bar
Association and PLANO.

1989, explored the topic of
“Coastal Erosion.”

The PLANO Auxiliary
agreed, in 1989, to begin
directly assisting PLANOQO in
its charitable efforis.
Consequently, the Auxiliary
and PLANO began hosting
monthly birthday parties for
children living in the
Crescent House for bat-
tered women and their chil-
dren. the project was
arranged through
Associated Catholic chari-
ties.
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PLANO AWARDS

At the June, 2002, luncheon meeting, awards
were issued. Michael A. (“Mitch”) Ackal, Jr.,
received the Landman of the Year Award for the
year 2001-2002. During that period, Mitch served
as PLANO President. Under his able direction,
PLANO put on excellent events that year. Indeed,
shortly after becoming a PLANO Board Member, he
“pushed” to do away with the sit down dinner at
PLANQO’s Executive Nights, preferring instead to
have a first class reception. We all know what a
success the revised format has been, one warmly
received by all.

Michael A. “Mitch” Ackal, Jr.

Recognizing the “drain” in the past years of
qualified personnel in the oil and gas industry,
Mitch, along with Charles Arnold, a fellow Board
member, campaigned untiringly for the establish-
ment of the PLANO Scholarship Fund to offer schol-
arships to young men and women enrolled in
Energy Management studies at ULL, Lafayette, LA.
Awards will be made shortly.

Mitch currently holds the position of General
Manager Offshore Land/Business Development
with Dominion Exploration & Production, Inc., New
Orleans, LA.

Congratulations, Mitch!!

Harold J. Anderson, Inc. was named Company
of the Year for 2001-2002 Harold Anderson was
on hand to receive the award. Is there anyone in the
oil and gas industry who does not know Harold and
is not aware of his tremendous contribution to
PLANO and AAPL over the years? He is, or has
been, involved in every phase of PLANO activity
over the years. No matter what is needed, Harold
jumps in and gets it done.

Congratulations, Harold!!
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Benjamin J. (“Ben”) Waring received PLANO’s
Special Award for 2001-2002.

Ben contributed much to PLANO over the
years. To mention just a few - PLANO’s Shrimp
Boils, Joint Industry Luncheons, assistance with
Executive Night, support of the OCS Lease Sale
Breakfasts, and, of course, design of the PLANO
Web Site. His support has been tireless, and much
appreciated by all of us.

Congratulations, Ben!!

PLANO’s Betty Baronne Award was presented
to Mary H. Holmes who began her ¢ career with the
Department of the Interior on May 12, 1974, as a
Clerk Stenographer. Everyone Jisting MMS at
some time or other has made the acquaintance of
Mary. Shortly after joining MMS, she was promoted
to Legal Clerk, Applications Examiner, then Land
Law Examiner. As an Applications Examiner, Mary
was responsible for review and approval of all
pipeline right-of-way applications and related trans-
actions, including abandonments and cancellations.
As a Land Law Examiner, in addition to the afore-
mentioned Mary was also responsible for the review
and approval of numerous transactions, including
assignments and relinquishments of oil and gas
leases, bonding, supplemental and general, qualifi-
cation of business entities, mergers and changes of
name and sale related work. As the senior member
of the team, Mary assumed responsibility for train-
ing less experienced staff in the Adjudication Unit.

Over the years, mary received formal training
through the Bureau of Land Management’s Land
and Minerals School, University of New Orleans
Paralegal Institute, with emphasis in oil and gas,
real estate and business entitles, and course work
through the Judge Advocate General School. She is
a recent graduate of the USDA Women’s Executive
Leadership Program. In addition to being a major
contributor to and author of the Oil and Gas Leasing
Procedures Guidebook, Mary also developed a
Standard Operating Procedures Manual for use by
new adjudications in the Adjudication Unit.

Also a reservist, Mary began a career with the
U.S. Coast Guard during October 1973. She cur-
rently serves as the Reserve Supervisor, Personnel
Reporting Branch, and Integrated Support
Command, New Orleans.

Congratulations, Mrs. Holmes!



Dominion Exploration & Production, Inc.

Onshore Business Unit

1415 Louisiana Street, Suite 2700
Houston, TX 77002
713-756-6000

Gary M. Walker, CPL
General Manager, Land/Business
Development-East

14000 Quail Springs Parkway, Suite 600
Oklahoma City, OK 73134
405-749-1300

James C. (Jim) Welch, CPL
General Manager, Land/Business
Development-West

One Dominion Drive
Jane Lew, WV 26378

Offshore Business Unit

1450 Poydras Street
New Orleans, LA 70112
504-593-7000

Michael A. (Mitch) Ackal, Jr.
General Manager, Land/Business
Development

Canadian Business Unit

Dominion Exploration Canada, Ltd.
2000, 400-3rd Avenue, SW
Calgary, ABT2P 4H2
403-266-5522

David Sprague
Vice President, Exploration & Land

304-884-2000
Richard K. Elswick, CPL

www.dom.com

ON THE SOCIAL SIDE

PLANQO’s Christmas Social was held on
December 10th at The Napoleon House. The
Napoleon House is owned and operated by the
Impastato Family. The Napoleon House has been
located in the French Quarter since 1797, and
many are the tales told about this lovely property.
Esquire Magazine rated Napoleon House, “One of
America’s top 100 bars.” Not only are the refresh-
ments served of the highest quality, the quality of
the food is outstanding. Sal Impastato serves a beef
dish that cannot be beat anywhere!

Over 100 members and guests were present,
and a great time was held by all.

Houston / New Orleans / Oklahoma City / Calgary

Col. Joe Lemaire and his lovely wife, Letitia
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Mcshilaet Lawcl Bardons, LLC. PLANO AUXILIARY
Heymarn N Carvar
2. Ty P, B 7OISER
Pt il P IEPH B Submitted by: Jo Ann Anderson
IHIHI LANN EEENREN. Lmingetin, L4 7UG06- 1D PLANO Auxiliary President
e Acyurbire = S fermis + Alarasne 2 Thin - Alaaping On November 25, 2002, PLANO Auxiliary,
bt PrE— - ' oo along with PLANQO, made a contribution consisting
Jm-wﬂl-ﬂn mgm . of desperately needed paper products, including
E-mal: Iriciimcariantan ook paper plates, paper cups, forks, spoons, napkins,
. paper towels, etc., to the New Orleans Mission.

Prior to PLANO’s contribution, the Mission was
using only 85 Mardi Gras cups when feeding
between 120 and 145 people each night.
Undoubtedly, our donation was very much appre-
ciated. We hope to continue making contributions
to the Mission in the future.

SunCoast Land Services, Inc.
A Professional Land Service Company

Oil and Gas Services

Abstracting In-house GIS Mapping Lease Acquisitions
Due Diligence 3-D Seismic Permitting Unit Dissolutions
Right-of-Way Services
ROW Negotiations/Acquisitions Damage Settlements Lease Maintenance
Permits/Crossings Litigation Support Project Management

Russell E. Thomas, CPL
James A. Thomas, CPL
Member AAPL, HAPL, LAPL, PLANO and IRWA
Email: russellt@teac.net jamesa@cox-internet.com
Post Office Box 53731 e Lafayette, Louisiana 70505-3731
(337)232-1627 » Fax (337) 265-3953

& AssoCIAlES, INC.

L AFAYETTE O=FICE G=3eTNA O=FICE

1720 KaLisie SaLoom Ro 317 Huey P LonG Ave

Sule D-9 G3eTNA LA 700 xx

LAFAYETTE LA 70508 504.366.8753

337.989.7200 504.366.5093 Fax Scene at the N.O. Mission following Jo Ann Anderson’s
337.989.7279 Fax arrival there with much-needed paper supplies.

mkm7200@aol.com

VINTAGE PETROLEUM, INC.

110 West Seventh Street, Tulsa, OK 74119
(918) 592-0101 FAX (918) 878-5305

Ryburn McCullough
MANAGER - LAND (918) 878-5140
ryburn@vintagetul.com Cell: (918) 640-8977

Jo Ann Anderson standing amid the supplies delivered
to the N.O. Mission. She is flanked by strong-armed
PLANO News — Page 12 men to move the packages.
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PETROLEUM LAND RESOURCES, INC.
P.O. BOX 9011
HOUMA, LOUISIANA 70361

COMPLETE PETROLEUM LAND SERVICES

SERVING SOUTH LOUISIANA
SPECIALIZING IN TERREBONNE & LAFOURCHE PARISHES

Phone: (985)876-0689
Fax: (985) 872-2528
elmore@internet.net

DAVID ELMORE, CPL
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LAND SERVICES
Offering Complete Petroleum Land Services

Bryan J. Hanks, CPL
Patrick W. Reagan, CPL

1018 Harding St., Suite 101 » Latayette, LA 70503  337-237-0910

Arthur C. LeBlanc, Jr., CPL & Associates, Inc.

Professional Land & Abstract Services

Oil & Gas Leases « 3-D Seismic Permitting
Rights of Way - Abstracts of Title
Title Curative « Mapping

ARTHUR C. LEBLANC, JR,, CPL
200 Heymann Boulevard
P. O. Box 53877
Lafayette, LA 70505-3877
(337) 233-9099 (olfice) (337) 237-4912 (fax)
E-mail: artleblanc @aclaland.com
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2003 PLANO SPONSORS
(as of 12/26/2002)

The Professional Landmen’s Association of New Orleans would like to thank the following parties for their par-
ticipation in PLANO’s sponsorship program. The dedication and support given by these sponsors of PLANO
is greatly appreciated.

GOLD SPONSORS
Burlington Resources
ChevronTexaco Corporation
Dominion Exploration & Production, Inc.
ExxonMobil Production Company
Legacy Resources Co., L.E
Taylor Ener gy Company

SILVER SPONSORS
EnCana Gulf of Mexico, LLL.C
Enertgy Partners, Ltd.
Merlin OIl & Gas, Inc.
Murphy Exploration & Production Company
Ocean Energy, Inc.
The Onebane Law Firm
SunCoast Land Services, Inc.
W & T Offshore, Inc.

BRONZE SPONSORS
Apache Corporation
Century Exploration Company
Challenger Minerals, Inc. (CMI)
Cimarex Energy Co.
Continental Land & Fur Co., Inc.
C.H. Fenstermaker & Associates, Inc.
The William G. Helis Company
Hunt Petroleum Corporation
Japex (U.S.) Corp.

Juneau Exploration, L.P.
Land Management Services, LL.C
Liskow & Lewis
LLOG Exploration Company
MCX Exploration (USA) Ltd.
Miami Corporation
Milling Benson Woodward, L.L.P.
NCX Company, L.L.C.

The Oil & Gas Asset CLEARINGHOUSE
Petroleum Land Resources, Inc.
PetroQuest Energy, L.L.C.
Spinnaker Exploration Co., L. L.P.
Strain, Dennis, Mavhall & Bates, L.L.P.
Swift Energy Company
Vintage Petroleum, Inc.

Virgin Oil Company, Inc.
Westport Resources Corporation

The PLLANO 2003 Sponsor Program is ongoing. For those who wish to become a sponsor,

please call Harold J. Anderson @ 504-276-5858, or Margo Cameron @ 504-593-7560.
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PROFESSIONAL LANDMEN'S ASSOCIATION OF NEW ORLEANS

("THE KREWE OF PLANO")
PROUDLY ANNOUNCES ITS ANNUAL
EXECUTIVE NIGHT

J. STEVEN GRILES, Guest Speaker
Deputy Secretary of the U.S. Department of the Interior

Topic:
“DEVELOPMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES ON PUBLIC LANDS”

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2003
5:30 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.
(THE THURSDAY BEFORE MARDI GRAS)

NEW ORLEANS HILTON RIVERSIDE AND TOWERS
Versailles & Napoleon Ballrooms
Poydras Street at the Mississippi River, New Orleans, Louisiana

TICKETS $60.00
Open to members of all industry associations and oil and gas industry executives

Program F ormat
Opening Reception - 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Presentation of Colors by U.S. Marine Corps Color Guard
“America The Beautiful” sung by Ketasha Jackson
Speaker - 6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Buffet & Cocktails - 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Music by: Tim Laughlin Jazz Band

Tickets must be purchased on or before Wednesday, February 19, 2003, to ensure industry executives' names
are included in the program. Call Margo Cameron at (504) 593-7560, or any of the PLANO Board Members
named below. Tickets WILL NOT be available at the door.

Special PLANO room rates available on a limited basis at
the New Orleans Hilton and Riverside (504-584-3999) (reserve by February 7th)
and at the Royal Sonesta, 300 Bourbon Street, New Orleans (504-586-0300) (reserve by January 25th).

Ticket Sales Committee Chairman:

Wm. David Briggs, Legacy Resources Co., L.P. (1405 W. Causeway Approach, Mandeville) ............. (985) 674-4443
and
Mitch Ackal, Dominion Exploration & Production, Inc. (1450 Poydras St., New Orleans ) ................. (504) 593-7768
Andrew M. Adams, Gieger, Laborde & Laperouse, L.L.C. (701 Poydras St., 48th Fl, New Orleans) ...(504) 561-0400
Jo Ann Anderson, Harold J. Anderson, Inc. (2200 Pakenham Drive, Chalmette)................................... (504) 276-5858
Charles Arnold, ExxonMobil Production Company (1555 Poydras Street, New Orleans)..................... (504) 561-4570
Frank D. Barber, 111, Taylor Energy Company (944 St. Charles Avenue, New Orleans)........................ (504) 589-0450
Larry F. Beron, Independent (2200 Neely Street, Jefferson) ............ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiicnecce (504) 833-2115
Cathering F. (Kate) Boudreaux, W&T Offshore, Inc. (3900 N. Causeway Blvd., Metairie, LA)........... (504) 831-4171
Paul J. Goodwine, Schully, Roberts Law Firm (1100 Poydras Street, Ste. 1800, New Orleans) ........... (504) 585-7800
Keith Howell, ChevronT exaco Corporation (935 Gravier Street, New Orleans).....................cccc........... (504) 592-6337
Scott A. O’ Connor, Gordon, Arata LLaw Firm (201 St. Charles Avenue, 40th Fl., New Orleans)........... (504) 569-1860
Carl F. Southern, ExxonMobil Production Company (1555 Poydras Street, New Orleans) ................... (504) 561-4376

Jan T. van Loon, Brook, van Loon & Latham, L.L..P. (1010 Common St., 31st Fl, New Orleans)........ (504) 566-0600
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PROFESSIONAL LANDMEN’S ASSOCIATION

OF NEW ORLEANS P3ESOR 1D S| ANDARD
PO. Box 51123 U.SF., :OlsgA(:]I:

New Orleans, Louisiana 70151-1123

N=w O-LeANS, La.
P-kmi1 No. 292

hrtlhlnl_l?“hllhhd...hﬂ
|]IIB nlllgence (Acquisition and Divestiture)

Abstracts of Title
Curative - Rights of Way

Leage Checks / Mineral Leasing » 3-0 Seismic Permitfing/Options
Mapping Technology <! MMS-0GS/GOM (Record Titlemperatling Rights)

Johin M. LandrjRLP -
JAPL, DBPL FLAND,LARL - - A :

il T M A d (800)685-9544

PO: Box 82421 Energy Center Lalayetie, LA 70598-2421




