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PLANO
PLANO EVENTS

May 12 PLANO Spring Golf Tournament
Money Hill, Abita Springs, LA

May 19 PLANO Luncheon
Andrea’s Restaurant, Metairie, LA

June 9 PLANO Luncheon
Royal Sonesta Hotel, New Orleans, LA

Aug. 15 PLANO Summer Garden Reception
N.O. Botanical Garden, City Park

Oct. 27 PLANO Fall Golf Tournament, Beau Chene

Dec. 11 PLANO Christmas Luncheon
Galatoire’s Restaurant

OTHER ACTIVITIES

May 26 Memorial Day  -  HOLIDAY

June 10-14  AAPL 54th Annual Meeting
Chicago, IL

Aug. 20 OCS Lease Sale 207 (WGOM)
Royal Sonesta Hotel, New Orleans, LA

Oct. 21-22 2008 Gulf Coast Prospect Expo
Cajundome Convention Center
Lafayette, LA

Nov. 11 Joint Industry Luncheon
Location: To Be Announced

PLANO LUNCHEON
ANDREA’S RESTAURANT, METAIRIE, LA

MONDAY, MAY 19, 2008, 11:30 A.M.
SPEAKER:  LEONARD L. (LARRY) BENEDETTO

HOWARD WEIL INCORPORATED
Larry L. (“Larry”) Benedetto is currently Vice

President of Equity Research for Howard Weil, a
position that he has held since 1996. Howard
Weil is an energy investment banking firm with
equity research, corporate finance, institutional
sales and trading efforts devoted exclusively to
the energy industry. Its equity research covers
125 companies. The firm is one of the top insti-
tutional traders of energy stocks and has been
recognized as one of the top energy boutique
firms in the nation.

Larry began  his career with Chevron USA,
Inc. in 1977. He joined McMoRan Oil & Gas LLC
in 1980 and worked both onshore and offshore
for the company through 1991. In 1991, he
became a partner in CLK Energy, Inc., a firm that
provided exclusive consulting services for
McMoRan and remained there through 1995.

He holds a B.A. from the University of New
Orleans, and a J.D. from Louisiana State
University.

At th is luncheon, Larry wi l l  d iscuss
“Unconventional  Gas and I ts  Impact  on
Domestic Supply.” This promises to be a most
interesting topic.
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As I sit here preparing this message to you, I cannot believe that my term as President is about
to end. I wish to take a moment to extend my sincere thanks to the membership for giving me the
opportunity to serve as President of this wonderful organization.

My goal was to continue to assist PLANO in providing our members with continuing education
opportunities, networking events, and interesting speakers at our monthly luncheons, in addition
to contributing to local charitable organizations. I think we have accomplished that goal, and then
some. Thanks to our generous sponsors for allowing us the opportunity to do these things. 

As we head into our summer break, we have three events of interest before us. The Spring Golf
Tournament will be held on Monday, May 12th at Money Hill; our May Luncheon is set for Monday,
May 19th at Andrea’s Restaurant with long time PLANO member Leonard L. (Larry) Benedetto as
our speaker. The final luncheon before summer is scheduled for Monday, June 9th at the Royal
Sonesta. And don’t forget, when we come back from summer vacations, PLANO has planned our
Summer Garden D’Lights Reception at City Park for Friday, August 15th.

In closing, I wish to thank the Board for all of their hard work in planning the activities throughout
this past year. It has been an honor and a privilege working with you. And, I cannot end this
message without extending a big “Thank You” to Margo Cameron. Thank You, Margo, for everything
you do.

Thanks again, and have a safe and happy summer!

Greg Riedl
PLANO President
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PLANO  2007-2008
OFFICERS  &  DIRECTORS

President
Gregory M. (“Greg”) Riedl

Vice President
David A. Seay

Secretary
Anne D. Bailey

Treasurer
Ronald K. Munn  

Directors
Wm. David Briggs
Legacy Resources Co., L.P.

P. O. (“Pete”) Broussard
Energy Partners, Ltd.

M. Taylor Darden
Carver, Darden, Koretzky, Tessier, Finn, Blossman & Areaux LLC

Directors . . .  Continued
Brandt J. Prat
ORX Resources, Inc. 

William H. Strait
Jones, Walker, Waechter, Poitevent, Carrere & Denègre, L.L.P.

Harald T. Werner, Jr.
Clovelly Oil Co., Inc.

Douglas P.  St. Clair
Helis Oil & Gas Company, L.L.C.

Jo Ann P. Anderson
Harold J. Anderson, Inc.

John T. Dale, Jr.
McMoRan Oil & Gas LLC

PLANO  COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

Douglas P. St. Clair
AAPL Regional Director

Wm. David Briggs
Awards

Jo Ann P. Anderson
Community Relations and Ladies Auxiliary

M. Taylor Darden
Education

Anthony C. Marino
Ethics

David A. Seay
Speakers - Executive Night & Luncheons 

William L. Johnson, Jr., Robert A. Schroeder
Golf

Edward (“Ed”) Dewailly, Jan H. Aschaffenburg
History of PLANO

Benjamin J. Waring, Charles Miller
Information Technology/Web Site

Margo Cameron, Ronald K. Munn
Membership & Membership Dues

Margo Cameron
Newsletter

Gregory M. Riedl, John T. Dale, Jr., David V. Dufour
Nominating Committee/ Awards

William H. Strait
Parliamentarian/By-Laws

Ronald K. Munn
Scholarships

Anne D. Bailey
Socials

Gregory M. Riedl
Speakers - Executive Night & Lunches

Harold J. Anderson, Margo Cameron
Sponsorship Program

Devin M. Dixey/Frank D. Barber, III
Summer Garden Receptions

Robert J. Martin
Tax Returns

Margo Cameron
PLANO Administrator



PLANO MEMBERSHIP

The purpose of PLANO is… “To promote and
advance the art and science of the profession of
Petroleum Landman.” With that in mind, we urge
all of our members to each bring in at least one new
member between now and the end of this year.  A
membership form is available on the PLANO Web
Site – www.planoweb.org - so be sure to ask any
and all potential new members to join PLANO
NOW.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

Take charge of your attitude.
Don’t let someone else choose it for  you.

Submitted by
Margo Cameron, PLANO Administrator &

PLANO Newsletter Editor
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PLANO LUNCHES

REMINDER – What’s a ghost?  Well, when an
event reservation is made but not used, PLANO is
left with a “ghost” on the reservation list. Three (3)
working days, i.e. 72 business hours prior to events,
PLANO is required to guarantee the number of at-
tendees, thus establishing the cost involved.  This is
a standard procedure in the catering world.  Per-
sons who do not show up, or cancel after the guar-
anteed number has been issued, are regarded as
“ghosts” for they cost PLANO just as much as actual
attendees.  PLANO has to pay, and over the course
of a year, this can add up to quite an expense.

So, please help us out.  If you’ve made a reser-
vation for an event, that’s great.  We look forward
to seeing you there.  If things get busy and you can’t
make it, we’ll miss you, but please make a call as
soon as you know and let the event organizer know
that you won’t be there.  Calling after the guarantee
has been issued will only serve to notify us you will
not be there, but we will still have to pay, and, in
turn, we will have to bill you.  Rarely, if ever, can ad-
justments be made to the orders.  



A.  Background on Authorities.
As many are aware, the primary authority for mineral

activity on the Outer Continental Shelf (“OCS”) is the Outer
Continental Shelf Lands Act, as amended, 43 U.S.C.
§1331, et seq. (“OCSLA”).  Abandonment and bonding are
important aspects of the leasing activities and, as such,
the applicable Minerals Management Service (“MMS”)
regulations and rules governing abandonment and bond-
ing deserve special attention.  

This article includes an analysis of the forms of
authority promulgated by the MMS, as well as analysis
and commentary on abandonment obligations them-
selves, assignor and assignee liability, MMS bonding
requirements, including commentary and information on
lease surety bonds, areawide bonds and supplemental
bonds, leasing and operational procedures, and internal
departmental functional responsibilities.
B.  Abandonment Obligations.

Abandonment obligations generally encapsulate “non-
monetary obligations” owed to the MMS and relate to (i)
plugging and abandonment of wells (either temporary
abandonment or permanent abandonment), (ii) platform,
pipeline and facility removal, (iii) site clearance, and (iv)
other related decommissioning activities.  Section 22 of
the present form OCS lease includes contractual oblig-
ations of OCS lessees in favor of the lessor for abandon-
ment obligations.  
1.  MMS Decommissioning Regulations.

Title 30, Part 250, Subpart Q of the Code of Federal
Regulations discusses decommissioning activities in
general, and defines what constitutes decommissioning,
obstructions and facilities. See 30 CFR §250.1700.

The regulations expressly provide that the lessees
(record title owner) and operating rights owners are “jointly
and severally” responsible for all decommissioning
obligations for facilities on leases, including those
obligations related to lease-term pipelines, as those
obligations accrue and until each obligation is met.  The
joint and several liability similarly applies to all holders of
a right-of-way, including the physical pipelines and risers.
30 CFR §250.1701.

The regulations enumerate those activities which
trigger decommissioning obligations.  Decommissioning
obligations arise or accrue when the lessees (record title
owner) or operating rights owners undertake certain
specific activities, such as drilling a well, installing a
platform, pipeline or other facilities, which are more specif-
ically enumerated in 30 CFR §250.1702.

a.  Abandonment of Wells.
Depending on the circumstances, lessees must either

permanently or temporarily abandon all wells as provided
in the following sections discussing applicable MMS
regulations.

i. Permanent Abandonment of Wells.
Lessees must permanently abandon all wells in a

manner to ensure (a) downhole isolation of hydrocarbon
and sulphur zones; (b) protection of freshwater aquifers;
and (c) prevention of migration of formation fluids within
the wellbore or to the seafloor. 30 CFR §250.1714.  Any
well which (a) poses a hazard to safety or the environ-
ment, or (b) is no longer used or useful for lease
operat ions must be plugged and abandoned in
accordance with the provisions of this subpart.  30 CFR
§250.1711.  The filing of Form MMS-124 is required when
lessees seek to either temporarily or permanently
abandon or plug wells.  30 CFR §§250.1712 and
250.1721.  Within 30 days after the well is permanently
plugged and abandoned, lessees must submit Form
MMS-124.  30 CFR §250.1717.  Furthermore, as required
under Section 22 of the current lease form, the regulations
provide that all wells must be permanently plugged.

While the District Manager may require additional well
plugs in certain circumstances, 30 CFR §250.1715
includes a chart which spells out the requirements for
permanent well plugging and abandonment. See 30 CFR
§ 250.1715.

ii.  Temporary Abandonment of Wells.
A lessee wishing to temporarily abandon a well must

not only meet certain specified permanent abandonment
requirements, but also meet additional requirements found
in 30 CFR §250.1721.  In order to maintain the temporar-
ily abandoned status of a well, the lessee shall provide
Form MMS-124, Application for Permit to Modify, as well
as adhering to the plugging and testing requirements for
permanently plugged wells, but without the need to sever
the casings, remove the wellhead or clear the site.  30
CFR §250.1721. 

b. Removal of Platforms, Facilities, and Pipelines.
All platforms and facilities must be removed within one

(1) year after the lease or pipeline right-of-way terminates,
unless MMS grants approval to maintain the structure to
conduct other activities (30 CFR §250.1725(a)), and an
application must be submitted to the Regional Supervisor
to obtain approval prior to commencing removal
operations.  30 CFR §250.1725(b).

As for pipelines, the Regional Supervisor may allow
for abandonment in place if the pipeline does not consti-
tute a hazard (obstruction) to navigation and commercial
fishing operations, unduly interfere with other uses of the
OCS, or have adverse environmental effects.  30 CFR
§250.1750.  If the Regional Supervisor determines that a
pipeline decommissioned in place becomes an
obstruction, it must be removed.  30 CFR §250.1754.

c. Site Clearance.
Within sixty (60) days after you permanently plug a
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PLANO LEGAL UPDATE

ABANDONMENT OBLIGATIONS AND BONDING
REQUIREMENTS ON THE OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF

Submitted by:
Anthony C. Marino, Schully, Roberts, Slattery & Marino, P.L.C.  



well or remove a platform or other facility, you must verify
that the site is clear of obstructions by using one of the
methods required by the MMS. See 30 CFR §250.1740.

2.  Assignor/Assignee Liability.
As noted above, 30 CFR §256.62 (Assignment of

Lease or Interest in Lease) discusses the retention of
liabilities by assignors.  Subsections 256.62(d), (e), and
(f) provide the following:

(d) The assignor shall be liable for all obligations
under the lease accruing prior to the approval of the
assignment.

(e) The assignee shall be liable for all obligations
under the lease that accrue after the approval date of an
assignment and shall comply with all regulations under the
act.

(f) The Regional Director may require the assignor to
bring the lease into compliance if its assignee, or any sub-
sequent assignee, fails to perform any obligations under
the lease or applicable regulations, so long as the
obligations accrued prior to approval of the assignment.

3. Designation of Operator Issues.
Designating an operator under 30 CFR §250.143 will

serve as acceptable authority for the operator to act on
behalf of the lessee to fulfill the lessee's abandonment
obligations under OCSLA, the lease, and the applicable
regulations.  30 CFR §250.146.

4. Abandonment Obligations Under Lease Agree-
ment.

Under the current version of the Oil and Gas Lease of
Submerged Lands Under the Outer Continental Shelf
Lands Act, Form MMS-2005 (March 1986), which
supersedes MMS-2005 (August 1982), Section 22 states
that “Within a period of one year after termination of this
lease in whole or in part, the lessee shall remove all
devices, works and structures from the premises no longer
subject to the lease in accordance with applicable
regulations and orders of the director. However, the
Lessee may with the approval of a director, continue to
maintain devices, works and structures on the leased area
for drilling or producing on other leases”. 

As previously noted, if a lessee can demonstrate to
the MMS that a particular platform, facility, satellite, or
structure has some future utility, the MMS will permit the
structure to remain so long as that structure can serve a
purpose for exploration, production, or development on the
OCS.  30 CFR §250.1725.

5. Removal Extensions.
In certain instances the MMS has granted extensions

of time within which to remove existing facilities or to clear
the site for abandonment purposes.  An application for an
extension of time in which to remove structures should be
made to the Regional Supervisor for Field Operations of
the MMS.  Usually, the MMS will grant an additional six (6)
month extension to comply with abandonment obligations.
Extensions may be premised upon unavailability of
equipment or materials to remove those structures.
Notwithstanding the extension, the lessee is obligated to
maintain the integrity and safety of those structures even
though the lease has terminated. 

6. General Surety Bonds.
a. General Lease Surety Bond.
The MMS has established Guidelines for General

Lease Surety Bonds. See NTL No. 2000-G16 dated

effective September 7, 2000 (the “Guidelines”).  As
previously indicated, the Guidelines establish levels of
lease activities to determine the amount of required
general surety bond coverage.   The levels of coverage
for a general lease surety bond are as follows: 

NO OPERATIONS - A $50,000 lease-specific
bond or $300,000 area-wide general lease surety
bond for leases with no MMS approved opera-
tional activity plan, or for leases under an MMS
approved operational activity plan but with no sub-
mittal to MMS of assignment or operational plan.

EXPLORATION - A $200,000 lease-specific
or $1,000,000 area-wide general lease surety
bond for leases included within a proposed Ex-
ploration Plan (EP) or a significant revision to an
approved EP, or for a proposed assignment of
lease with an approved EP.

DEVELOPMENT - A $500,000 lease specific
or $3,000,000 area-wide general lease surety
bond for leases included within a proposed
Development and Production Plan (DPP) or
Development Operations Coordination Document
(DOCD) or a significant revision to an approved
DPP or DOCD, or for a proposed assignment with
an approved DPP or DOCD.
The current General Bond Form is the Outer Conti-

nental Shelf (OCS) Mineral Lessee’s and Operator’s Bond
- Form MMS-2028 (August 2007).  

b. General Pipeline Surety Bond.
In addition to the requirement to post a general lease

surety bond, a holder of a pipeline right-of-way grant that
crosses or traverses OCS blocks is required to post a
bond in the amount of $300,000.  The current General
Pipeline Bond Form is the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS)
Pipeline Right-of-Way Grant Bond - Form MMS-2030
(January 2006).  The general pipeline surety of $300,000
is sufficient bond coverage for multiple right-of-way grants.

7. Supplemental Bonding and Procedures.
It should be stressed that the Regional Director also

has the discretionary authority to require additional
security above the amounts of the general lease bonds
prescribed under 30 CFR §256.52(a) and 30 CFR
§256.53(a) and (b).  The regulations, specifically, 30 CFR
§256.53(d) and (e), provide that the Regional Director can
require that additional security be in the form of a supple-
mental bond.  The additional amount of security is based
upon calculations of the potential lease abandonment
liability and an evaluation, among other considerations, of
the lessee’s ability to carry out its financial obligations.
Each lease with lease abandonment liability must be
covered by a supplemental bond unless at least one
lessee can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the MMS
that such lessee has the financial ability to ensure that
all wells, platforms and other structures can be
abandoned, removed and the sites are cleared of such
obstructions.  The current Supplemental Bond Form is the
Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Mineral Lessee’s and
Operator’s Supplemental Plugging and Abandonment
Bond -Supplemental Bond (Form MMS-2028A).  Supple-
mental bonding and the procedures are also outlined in
the NTL No. 2003-N06, entitled “Supplemental Bond
Procedures.” 

Certain factors are considered by the MMS in making
a determination as to supplemental bond requirements,
such as the size and number of existing facilities,PLANO News — Page 6
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abandonment and site clearance estimates, proven
reserves and production expectations, among other
considerations. The MMS may require a total bond
amount immediately, or may permit the bond amount to
accumulate over a period of time.  The rate of accumula-
tion is usually based upon the relationship between the
total abandonment cost and the quality of the financial
assets maintained by the lessee.

8. Supplemental Bond Waivers.
The MMS maintains a listing of those companies who,

by virtue of the company’s financial strength or the
strength of a third party guarantor, are deemed exempt
from the requirements to post supplemental bonds
because the financial strength (based on the ratios
established by the regulations) is sufficient to fulfill the
outstanding abandonment obligations for leases owned by
such companies.  Currently, the MMS database reflects
that there are 154 lessees who possess waivers by virtue
of (i) meeting the financial ratios; (ii) third party guarantees;
or (iii) thresholds met by current production.  The waived
or exempt list may be viewed online on the MMS website
(www.gomr.mms.gov)

9. Termination of Period of Liability.
The regulations governing the General Lease Bond

(Form MMS-2028), General Pipeline Bond (Form MMS-
2030) and the Supplemental Bond (Form MMS-2028A)
establish a period of liability for which a bond may be
terminated.  The termination of the period of liability must
be made as a written request by the principal and must
justify a need.  (See, Oil and Gas Leasing Procedures
Guidelines - OCS Report MMS 2001-076).  It should be
noted that if there are any outstanding liabilities, such as
unpaid royalties, lease abandonment obligations, civil
penalties (either assessed or unassessed which are under
review), the bond will not be terminated until the out-
standing obligation has been satisfied.  Both the general
bond and supplemental bond have a section in their re-
spective bond forms which require that, in addition to the
obligations of the principal during the period of liability for
a given bond, the principal and the surety agree and
accept the certain obligations.  

It should be noted that the regulations distinguish
between “termination” of the period of liability and “can-
cellation” of all liability.  Terminating the period of liability of
a bond ends the period during which obligations continue
to accrue, but does not relieve the surety of the responsibility
for obligations that accrued during the period of liability.
Canceling a bond relieves the surety of all liability.  The
liabilities that accrue during a period of liability include (i)
obligations that started to accrue prior to the beginning of
such period of liability and which have not been satisfied
and (ii) obligations that begin to accrue during the period
of liability.  See 30 CFR §256.58.

Specific requirements apply for cancellation of a
surety bond.  The Regional Director must determine (a)
there are no outstanding obligations and (b) the replace-
ment bond is provided and the new surety agrees to
assume all presently outstanding and all future liabilities
under the bond that is to be cancelled.  See 30 CFR
§256.58(b). 

It should be noted that MMS will issue a determina-
tion letter which indicates that the Adjudication Unit has
reviewed the relevant records to either cancel or terminate
the bond.  The MMS may determine that the period of
liability is considered to be terminated as of a date certain

(“Termination Date”), except as to any liability which may
have accrued prior to that date.  Furthermore, the MMS
may indicate that, notwithstanding the fact that the period
of liability has terminated, the bond cannot be cancelled
until all liabilities that may have accrued under such bond
are assumed by another principal and/or surety or seven
(7) years from the Termination Date.
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Anthony C. Marino, a
shareholder at the law firm of
Schully, Roberts, Slattery &
Marino, P.L.C., New Orleans,
Louisiana, concentrates his
practice generally in mineral
title examination, the acquisition
and divestiture of mineral
properties, regulatory matters
relating to the Outer Continental
Shelf, and energy related

financing transactions involving the negotiation and
performance of exploration, development, operating
and joint venture agreements. He has represented
numerous energy producing companies before the
Minerals Management Service in the Pacific, Gulf of
Mexico, and Alaska OCS Regions, Minerals Revenue
Management, Department of the Interior, Interior
Board of Land Appeals, and other regulatory agencies
concerning a variety of matters such as plugging and
abandonment liability, bonding, oil spill financial
responsibility, royalty valuation, royalty relief and
incidents of non-compliance. Mr. Mar ino  i s  a
member of  the Amer ican Bar  Associa tion,
Louisiana State Bar Association, Professional Landmen’s
Association of New Orleans (“PLANO”), Houston
Producer’s Forum(“HPF”), and American Association
of Professional Landmen (“AAPL”). He is a frequent
lecturer at seminars on energy related topics and
programs sponsored by the West Coast Landmen’s
Institute, HAPL, PLANO a n d  A A P L . Mr. Marino
received his J.D. degree from Loyola University
School of Law and attended the University of New
Orleans, where he received his B.A. degree. He
was the recipient of the AAPL APEX Educational
Award in both 2000 and 2005, and the Corporate
Leadership Award from Minerals Management
Service, Pacific OCS Region in 2004.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

REMINDER

The Gulf Coast Prospect Expo (“GCPE”) is to be held
at the Cajundome Convention Center, Lafayette, LA, Oc-
tober 21-22, 2008.   Online registration is available at
www.gcpeonline.com



Lauren C. Cancienne has
joined the Houston office of
Gieger, Laborde & Laperouse,
L.L.C. as an Associate. She will
focus on oil and gas matters and
general litigation needs. Prior to
joining the firm, Lauren practiced
in Lafayette, Louisiana, after
graduating from the Paul M.
Hebert Law Center at Louisiana
State University in 2006.

ATTORNEY ANNOUNCEMENT
New Orleans awoke this morning, Thursday,

May 8, 2008, to read on the front page of The
Times-Picayune “Chevron moves to north shore
base – Energy Firm vacates New Orleans Building
today.” The article went on to say that “Chevron
will vacate its downtown New Orleans office building
today and celebrate the opening of a gleaming
regional headquarters in an office park just south
of Covington…….550 local employees have been
moved to Chevron’s North Shore campus during
the past few months as a hedge against future
hurricanes.”

FOR THE RECORD . . .

PLANO LUNCHEON
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PRESENTATION OF NEW OFFICERS
and

BOARD MEMBERS FOR 2008-2009

ANNOUNCEMENT OF
PLANO AWARDS FOR 2007-2008

MONDAY, JUNE 9, 2008

11:30 A.M.

ROYAL SONESTA HOTEL
Bienville Suite

300 Bourbon Street
New Orleans, LA

Please call Margo Cameron (593-7560)
or e-mail to margaret.cameron@enipetroleum.com for reservations

Space Limited - Reservations Essential

$30.00 PLANO Members                                               

$35.00 Non-Members

Parking - $12.00 Royal Sonesta Garage



PETROLEUM LAND RESOURCES, INC.
P.O. BOX 9011

HOUMA, LOUISIANA 70361

COMPLETE PETROLEUM LAND SERVICES

SERVING SOUTH LOUISIANA
SPECIALIZING IN TERREBONNE & LAFOURCHE PARISHES

PHONE: (985) 876-0689
FAX: (985) 872-2528

www.petroleumland-houma.com

Acadian Land Services, L.L.C.
Heymann Oil Center

321 Travis Street, Suite C  70503
Post Office Box 52916

Lafayette, LA 70505-2916

Robert Todd Fontenot, CPL Phone: 337.237.0069
James L. (Jim) Love FAX: 337.233.3020

E-mail: info@acadianland.com

Lease Acquisitions  •  Seismic Permits  •  Abstracting of Title  •  Mapping

ACADIAN LAND SERVICESTM
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BATON ROUGE  ! HOUSTON  ! LAFAYETTE  ! MIAMI  ! NEWORLEANS  ! THE WOODLANDS  ! WASHINGTON, D.C.

JONES, WALKER, WAECHTER, POITEVENT, CARRÈRE & DENÈGRE L.L.P.  www.joneswalker.com

Jones Walker’s attorneys have years of experience
representing a broad range of clients in the oil and gas
industry across the Gulf Coast. Our clients include major
producers, independent producers, pipeline companies,
oilfield service companies, landowners, and financial
institutions. We strive to deliver exceptional legal services
regardless of the size, type, or complexity of the
challenge.

we know oil and gas.
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PLANO LUNCHEON

The turnout was excellent at the Monday, April 14th
luncheon to hear Marjorie McKeithen, Secretary of the
Louisiana State Mineral Board and Assistant Secretary
of the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources dis-
cuss recent developments in the Office of Mineral Re-
sources, State Mineral Board and Department of
Natural Resources. Greg Riedl, PLANO’s President, is
shown below welcoming everyone to the luncheon
meeting. 

An added feature was the hands-on feeling garnered
from the audio-visual presentation, allowing one to gain
an understanding of the process of looking up information.

Ms. McKeithen was an excellent speaker, and delivered
an outstanding talk. Audience participation was
encouraged, and added much to the meeting.

For AAPL members present, and who completed the
Certificate of Attendance, AAPL granted one (1) AAPL
credit. The necessary papers were filed with APPL
immediately following the luncheon meeting, and confir-
mation has been received by the PLANO Administrator
from AAPL that the records have been endorsed
accordingly.

Marjorie McKeithen and
L. Linton Morgan,  Breazeale,

Sachse & Wilson, L.L.P.

Monte Shalett, Marine Properties,
LLC, and Wayne A. Blankenship,

Independent 
(PLANO President 1968 - 1969)

L. to R. Jack Newton, Independent (Retired) PLANO President _____,
and Scott Patton, Executive Counsel Office of Mineral Resources,

Louisiana Department of Natural Resources

L. to R. Judy  B. Reimel, LLOG Exploration Company, L.L.C.,
and David A. Seay, PLANO Vice President,

Century Exploration New Orleans, Inc .

L. to R. Gilbert J. (“Joe”) Sevier, Goldking Energy Corporation,
Sara Mouledoux, Peck Hayne, Weston (“Wes”) Sharples and
John A. (“Jack”) Gordon, Gordon, Arata, McCollam, Duplantis

& Eagan, L.L.P.

Other guests at this event included - 

Marjorie McKeithen,
Speaker
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PLANO NEW MEMBERS 

LAUREN C. CANCIENNE
Associate
Gieger, Laborde & Laperouse, L.L.C.
1177 West Loop South, Suite 750
Houston, TX 77027

JASON C. ELMORE
Manager
Petroleum Land Resources, Inc.
P.O. Box 9011
Houma, LA 70361

LEESA FOSTER
Director, Land and Business Development
Maersk Oil America, Inc.
2000 W. Sam Houston Parkway S
Houston, TX 77042

MELVIN J. NOTO
Landman
Harold J. Anderson,Inc.
1580 W. Causeway Approach
Mandeville, LA 70471

REBECCA TRUJILLO
Land Representative
Chevron U.S.A. Inc.
100 North Park Boulevard, Room S3182A
Covington, LA 70433

PLANO is pleased to announce these new
members to the general membership, and
welcomes all of them to the organization.

Congratulations to

The University of Oklahoma
Energy Management Program

on the celebration of its

50th Anniversary
April 18th, 2008

Featuring Keynote Speaker
President David L. Boren

SunCoast Land Services, Inc.
Russell E.Thomas, CPL
RussellT@SunCoastLand.com
AAPL, LAPL, HAPL, WHAPL, PLANO & IRWA

James A. Thomas, CPL
JimmyT@SunCoastLand.com
AAPL, LAPL, HAPL, WHAPL, PLANO & IRWA

David F. Boudreaux, CPL
David.Boudreaux@SunCoastLand.com
AAPL, LAPL, HAPL, WHAPL, PLANO

Lafayette, LA
337-265-2900

Houston, TX
713-337-2050

www.suncoastland.com

Bryan Hanks
P.O. Box 51241

bhanks@betalandservices.com Lafayette, LA 70505
401 Audubon Ste. 202-B Office: (337) 261-0276
Lafayette, LA 70503 Fax: (337) 261-0279
Home: (337) 406-8797 Cell: (337) 298-7200



2008 PLANO SPONSORS
The Professional Landmen’s Association of New Orleans would like to thank the following parties

for their participation in PLANO’s Sponsorship Program.
The dedication and support given by these sponsors of PLANO is greatly appreciated.

The PLANO 2007 Sponsor Program is ongoing. For those who wish to become a sponsor,
please call Margo Cameron @ 504-593-7560. 

PLATINUM SPONSORS
Harold J. Anderson, Inc.

BP America Inc.
Chevron U.S.A. Inc.

ConocoPhillips Company
Deepwater Property Management LLC

Eni Petroleum
ExxonMobil Production Company

Legacy Resources Co., LP
McMoRan Oil & Gas LLC

Robert A. Schroeder
Taylor Energy Company LLC

XTO Energy, Inc.

GOLD SPONSORS
Energy Partners, Ltd. 

Marubeni Oil & Gas (USA) Inc.
Meridian Resource & Exploration LLC (The)

Newfield Exploration Company
Schully, Roberts, Slattery & Marino

Virgin Oil Company, Inc.

SILVER SPONSORS
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation

Burleson Cooke L.L.P.
Carver, Darden, Koretzky, Tessier, Finn, Blossman

& Areaux L.L.C.
Cimarex Energy Co.

Energy XXI
Goldking Energy Corporation

Gordon, Arata, McCollam, Duplantis & Eagan, LLP
Helis Oil & Gas Company, L.L.C.

Hess Corporation
Hilcorp Energy Company

LaBay Properties LLC
Liskow & Lewis

LLOG Exploration Company, LLC
Maersk Oil America Inc.

Murphy Exploration & Production Company – USA
Onebane Law Firm (The)

Plains Exploration & Production Company
Reef Exploration LP

Ridgewood Energy Corporation
Shell Exploration & Production Company

StatOilHydro
SunCoast Land Company

The Oil & Gas Asset CLEARINGHOUSE
W & T Offshore, Inc.

BRONZE SPONSORS
Acadian Land Services, L.L.C.

Access Land & Title Services, Inc.
AMCO Energy, Inc.
Apache Corporation
Apex Oil & Gas, Inc.

ATP Oil & Gas Corporation
Bayou Bend Petroleum U.S.A., Ltd.

Beryl Oil and Gas LP

BHP Billiton Petroleum (Americas) Inc.
Black Stone Minerals Company, L.P.
Breazeale, Sachse & Wilson, L.L.P.

Carrizo Oil & Gas, Inc.
Castex Energy Inc.

Century Exploration New Orleans, Inc.
Challenger Minerals Inc.

Clovelly Oil Co., Inc.
Cobalt International Energy, L.P.
Continental Land & Fur Co., Inc.

Craton Energy Corporation
Cypress Energy Corporation

Deep Gulf Energy LP
Denbury Resources, Inc.

Devon Energy Corporation
Dynamic Offshore Resources, LLC

El Paso E&P Company L.P.
Energy Resource Technology, Inc.

C.H. Fenstermaker & Associates, Inc.
Frawley, Wogan, Miller & Co., Inc.
Gieger, Laborde & Laperouse, LLC

Hamilton Land Services, Inc.
Hunt Petroleum Corporation

Jones, Walker, Waechter, Poitevent, Carrère & Denègre, L.L.P.
Juneau Exploration, LLC 

Land Management Services, LLC
Mariner Energy, Inc.

Maritech Resources, Inc.
Marlin Energy, L.L.C.

MCX Exploration (USA) Ltd.
Miami Corporation 

Milling Benson Woodward L.L.P.
Montgomery Barnett, LP
NCX Company, L.L.C.

Nexen Petroleum U.S.A. Inc.
Noble Energy, Inc.

ORX Resources, Inc.
Patriot Exploration Co., Inc.

Petrohawk Energy Corporation
PetroQuest Energy, LLC

Petsec Energy Inc.
Phoenix Exploration Company LP

Pingora Exploration Company LLC
Pruet Offshore Company

Repsol E&P USA Inc.
Rooster Petroleum, LLC
Shoreline Energy LLC
SPN Resources, LLC

St. Mary Land & Exploration Company
Stone Energy Corporation

Strain, Dennis & Bates L.L.P.
Swift Energy Operating, LLC

The Gray Exploration Company
Wall & Bullington LLC

Woodside Energy (USA) Inc.
Lynell D. Zelenka
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