
Resurgence of the Louisiana Austin ChalkResurgence of the Louisiana Austin ChalkResurgence of the Louisiana Austin ChalkResurgence of the Louisiana Austin Chalk
PLANO Executive Night

New Orleans, Louisiana

March 28, 2019



Internal 01.06.20182 |  PLANO Executive Night

 Overview of the Austin Chalk

 Where are We Headed

 History of the Austin Chalk

 The Play Heats Up in LA

Source: Society of Petroleum Engineers

Resurgence of the Austin Chalk | Agenda
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• The Austin Chalk is an Upper 

Cretaceous carbonate formation

• Gulf Coast from Texas through 

Louisiana

• First produced in Texas - 1920’s

• Modern production from the 1970’s

• Vertical

• Horizontal (Unfracked)

• Today – Fracked Horizontals
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Austin Chalk | Overview

Eagle Ford
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1970 - 1990

Unfracked Verticals

Chalk production entirely 

from natural fractures

Houston

Austin

1990-2015

Chalk production primarily 

from natural fractures in 

contact with the wellbore, 

with some production 

coming from pore space

Unfracked Horizontals

Houston

Austin

2015-2018

Fracked Horizontals

Chalk production 

primarily from matrix 

porosity with 

permeability created by 

hydraulic fracturing, with 

natural fracture upside

Houston

Austin

Images Source: Petroquest Investor presentation

Austin Chalk |
Historical Focus



Open5 |  PLANO Executive Night 

30 day peak rate

Austin Chalk | Well Performance
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Austin Chalk | Across Existing Fields

PT1



Slide 6

PT1 Paul Taranto, 2/25/2019
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Austin Chalk | Well Performance - Louisiana
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Austin Chalk | In the News
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Early 2017
• Leasing in Central Louisiana. 
• “EOG-ology”
• Bonus Prices $200-$300/ac

Mid – Late 2017

• EOG: Eagle’s Ranch Well in 
Avoyelles Parish, LA.

• Leasing activity increases
• Bonus Prices $500-800/ac
• Eagle’s Ranch Well comes on 

line 
• COP acquires 86K ac. for  

USD 90 million

2018

• Leasing activity remains high
• Bonus Prices $800-$1,200/ac 
• Well permitted 

2019

• Test drilling and delineation
• Consolidation 

TX

LA MS

Austin Chalk | The Chalk Heats Up
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Austin Chalk | Where to from here

2019:

Operational Activities

• Permitting and Unitization activities increasing across the state

• 3-D Seismic operations planned

• Start of drilling programs to delineate the play

Market Activities

• Multiple positions on the market now

• Drilling results will dictate activity

• Consolidation



© Equinor ASA

This presentation, including the contents and arrangement of the contents of each individual page or the collection of the pages, is owned by Equinor. Copyright to all material including, but not limited to, written material, photographs, drawings, images, tables and data remains 

the property of Equinor. All rights reserved. Any other use, reproduction, translation, adaption, arrangement, alteration, distribution or storage of this presentation, in whole or in part, without the prior written permission of Equinor is prohibited. The information contained in this 
presentation may not be accurate, up to date or applicable to the circumstances of any particular case, despite our efforts. Equinor cannot accept any liability for any inaccuracies or omissions.

Paul A. Taranto

Resurgence of the Louisiana Austin Chalk


